Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.156; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
The title compound, C 17 H 16 Br 2 O 3 , which is a restricted commercial acaricide (common name bromopropylate), has two independent and conformationally similar molecules in the asymmetric unit [dihedral angles between the planes of the two phenyl rings = 68.7 (4) and 77.4 (5) ]. The C atoms of the isopropyl group of one of the molecules are disordered over two sites with occupancies of 0.638 (16) and 0.362 (16). Minor non-merohedral twinning was also present in the crystal. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions involving the hydroxy groups and carboxyl O-atom acceptors give separate centrosymmetric homodimers through cyclic hydrogen-bonding motifs [graph set R 2 2 (10)].
Related literature
For background information on bromopropylate, see: O'Neil (2001) . For the structures of benzilic acid and an analogous benzilate ester, see: Qui et al. (2007); Fu et al. (2006) . For graph-set analysis, see: Etter et al. (1990) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (O′Neil, 2001) . The structure of benzilic acid (Qui et al., 2007) and its 1-methylpiperidin-4-yl ester (Fu et al., 2006) have previously been reported.
In the structure of the title compound there are two independent and conformationally similar molecules in the asymmetric unit (Figs. 1, 2) . The dihedral angles between the planes of the two phenyl rings in these molecules are 68.7 (4) and 77.4 (5)°. However, in one of the molecules the isopropyl group is disordered over two separate sites [C31A, 
The title compound bromopropylate was obtained as an analytical reference standard from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Colourless crystal plates suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by room temperature evaporation of a solution in ethanol.
Refinement
Hydroxyl H-atoms were located in a difference-Fourier synthesis but were subsequently allowed to ride in the refinement with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O). Other H-atoms were included in the refinement at calculated positions [C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), 0.97 Å (methine) and 0.96 Å (methyl), with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (aromatic or methine C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C)], also using a riding-model approximation. Disorder was present in the C-atoms of the isopropyl group of one of the molecules and the occupancies were determined as 0.638 (16) 
Figure 1
Molecular conformation and atom numbering scheme for molecule 1 of the two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, including the C atoms (C31E, C41E, C51E) of the disordered isopropyl group. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 40% probability level.
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Figure 2
Molecular conformation and atom numbering scheme for the second molecule in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level.
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Figure 3
A perspective view of the two hydrogen-bonded homodimeric units in the unit cell, viewed along a. The minor disorder component of the isopropyl group of the first molecule is not shown.
Isopropyl 2,2-bis(4-bromophenyl)-2-hydroxyacetate
Crystal data 6627 independent reflections 5435 reflections with I > 2σ(I) R int = 0.048 θ max = 26.0°, θ min = 3.1°h Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y+1, −z+1; (ii) −x+2, −y, −z.
